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FOREWORD
Mineral surveys are made to mark the legal boundaries of mineral deposits or ore-bearing formations on the
public domain where the boundaries are determined by lines other than the normal subdivision of the
public lands. These surveys include the usual surveying technical procedures and the examination and
documentation of various reports and certificates necessary to substantiate legal procedures.

Understanding the basis for performance of mineral surveys is imperative for the United States Mineral
Surveyors as well as for those who are involved with processing mineral survey returns, those who evaluate
claim validity, and for those cadastral surveyors who are involved in retracing original mineral surveys.
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